The Sequential Intercept Model and Its Points
Understanding the Steps for Intervention in the Criminal Justice System
The Sequential Intercept Model (SIM) is a conceptual framework designed to identify points within the criminal justice system where individuals with behavioral health needs can be diverted to appropriate treatment and support services. The model aims to reduce unnecessary involvement in the justice system and promote recovery-oriented outcomes.
The SIM outlines five key points, known as “intercepts,” where intervention can occur:
1. Intercept 1: Community Services and Law Enforcement – Early intervention happens before arrest, when law enforcement or community services respond to individuals in crisis.
2. Intercept 2: Initial Detention and Court Hearings – Opportunities for diversion arise during initial detention, booking, and the first court appearances.
3. Intercept 3: Jails and Courts – This stage focuses on mental health treatment and specialized court programs while individuals are in jail or court proceedings.
4. Intercept 4: Re-entry – Planning and support for individuals as they leave jail or prison, helping them reintegrate into the community and access services.
5. Intercept 5: Community Corrections – Support and supervision offered through probation, parole, or other forms of community corrections to maintain recovery and prevent recidivism.
By targeting these intercept points, the Sequential Intercept Model helps communities develop strategies to address the needs of individuals with mental health and substance use disorders, aiming to improve outcomes and reduce system involvement.
